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From the Rectory

How well do you know the Bible? Can you quote chapter and verse? Do you
have a Bible quote to hand for every occasion?

As a Priest people often assume that | must know the Bible inside out and
back to front, every reference, every quotation, every character, where they
lived, who they were related to and how many sheep they had. Their mouths
drop open when | tell them that actually | hardly know the Bible at all. So
much is assumed, whilst so little is understood. Make of that what you will.

I remember finding myself lifted out of my comfortable life and plonked

down unceremoniously at theological college. It was an alien environment
where people wandered about with their noses in weighty books and their
thoughts filled with theories about theology. People in whose presence |
sometimes felt very humble; wrongly so. | remember my first Systematics
lecture. (Systematic Theology is a really dogmatic study of scripture and
liturgy and what we believe and why we believe it). | thought, in my own
simple way, that Systematics sounded like it must be a course for washing
machine repairers. | made the mistake of voicing this once, which was met
with a stony silence only broken by the sound of my feet as | scuttled away to
die horribly of embarrassment. My sense of humour, a weapon | had used to
great effect all my life, was a weapon now severely blunted in the hallowed
halls of St Johnés Coll ege Durham where, sadly,
removed or disinfected.

Systematics lectures were studded with a bewildering array of theologians |
had only heard of in passing, much less read about: Barth, Tillich, Bonhoeffer
for instance. Though | did not comprehend much of the material at first, | felt
very privileged to be able to mix in such awesome company.

The Junior Common Room was a place of equal torture for the inexperienced
Bible student. A place where seemingly unanswerable questions were uttered
and bandied about with the same ease as one might enquire about a railway
timetable. What is the place of the bible in Christian tradition? What about
Liberation theology? What about feminist theology? What are the creeds

and councils of the church? What about tradition? Why does ontological
radicality matter to the KingdothWhat time is the next train to London?

And so for the first six months | struggled and wondered about my calling.



for me t

Had | misheard Godés call ? Was it right
nterpreter &

h
AfDear Lor d, send me a sign...or an i t
A sign duly arrived. | found another poor soul weighted down with the
jargon, another person struggling to understand the code by which
institutionalised theology had firmly locked up the scriptures. Then
another and another and another, until, before long a whole gang of us had
uni ted in our common inability to understand #AtfF
like a weight had been lifted. Suddenly we realised that it was OK not to
understand theology. It was OK not to have instant answers. It was OK
to question the established theories. The theor
are still only theories, not fact. For me, | discovered like a flash of
dazzling light, that was the real beauty of theoloGyT he ol ogy i s t he
gueen of sadone gersafielstos beauty | ies in its mysteriou
the truth of the gospel lies out there waiting to be discovered, in the
meantime we can enjoy talking about it and learning from it as we get to
know Godo

Howtrueid Get t i ng tldikekhatow God o

The Bible is many things to us.

It is story and song and poetry. It is faith and struggle and history and

humanity and, in its latter days it is charged with the weighty but oh so

humbling task of carrying the gospel message itself in a vernacular

| anguage that ALL Godo6és people can understand.
That is our charge: To bring the Gospel message to the people of Denton,

Woolsthorpe, Wyville, Stroxton, and Harlaxton..... and beyond, but in

ways that all can understand, and, from what | have witnessed so far, |

think we are up to that challenge.

Easter cometh, and by the time you read this we shall be held firmly in its
grasp. Easter is a time for renewal, not only of your Bible knowledge, but
also of your faith in God, whether plain and simple or complex and
knowledgeable. We are all the same to God in the end. Just knowing that,
like fighter pilots in a great air battle, God counts us all out, and then
counts us all back in again. Redeemed, worthy of his love and tucked back
into the warmth and security of the fold. The shepherd not resting until the
lost one is found Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of
them will fall to the ground unperceived by your Father. And even the

hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more



value than many sparrows. Matthew 102D

Easter is a time for the greatest love of all, when Christ gave up his life for
our sake upon the cross. What can we give that in any way matches such a
gift? | suspect very little in comparison, we are only human.

Remember that .we are only HumanAnd in a humane sort of way, God
understands that and doesndt expect
willingness to try. For it is only when we struggle and try, when we dare to

lift our heads above the parapet, that God meets us there in the common
ground, bible knowledge or none.

Jesus taught us how to pray, so maybe that is enough. It is enough to be going
on for now at least.

Keep praying.

Have a happy and blessed Eastertide.
God bless.

Keith Hanson

Please note on the cover,
the new Rectory has a new telephone number

Harlaxton WI

Wednesday 15 April Keep Fit While You Sit
by Celia Wright
Hostesses: Ann Hollingsworth
and Joyce Baker

Wednesday 20 May Resolutions for the Albert Hall
Spring Flower Demonstration
by Maureen de Bank
Hostesses: Brenda Brown
and Jenny Twycross
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Denton News

Denton WI

Wednesday 8 April Talk: Knights Templar at South Witham
Speaker: Mr Ball
Refreshments: Mrs Thornton and
Mrs Devine
Social Time: Miss Green

Wednesday 13 May Annual General Meeting
Resolutions: Mrs Ann Tear
Refreshments: Mrs Farren and
Miss Green
Social Time: Miss Baker

Meetings held in Denton village hall at 7.00pm. Visitors welcome.

Denton Street Market
Monday 4 May
Spring Bank Holiday

Stalls Refreshments
Church open and much more

Come and join in the fun

Any enquiries té Debbie 870529
For stalls or to help Gill 870766

Stroxton News

The church will be r@pening on Easter Sunday with a service of Holy
Communion at 3.00pm. Come and join us at any of our services.

Looking for skilled help or a local service?
Check out all our advertisements at the back of the magazine
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The Bi shop of Lincol nos Lett e

Dear Friends
Letdbs give it up for Lent

We give up things for Lent, but at the same time Lent is about never
giving up. It sounds as though we might have got ourselves into a
bit of a muddle about what Lent is for, but if we have then there is a
good reason why.

On the one hand, Lent recalls Jesusd 40 days
he lived on very little, kept himself to himself, and concentrated on

preparing body and soul for the journey ahead of him. The least

we can do is walk with him on wilderness way as a token of our

commitment to follow him even at some cost to ourselves. So we

use Lent as a time to give up something which matters to us in order

to identify with Jesus in his period of abstinence.

On the other hand, the story which emerges most powerfully from
Jesusd time in the wilderness, is the story
tormented by hunger he was tempted to turn stones into bread;

teased by the prospect of power, he was tempted to pay the devil

homage; tested by the opportunity to put on a spectacular

demonstration of his divine nature, he was tempted to throw himself

off

the temple parapet into the arms of his guardian angels.

But he resisted all these temptations to give up on his allotted task

and so give in to the allure of power, possessions and prestige which

so besmirch the image of God in those he was sent to save. That is

why Lent is also a time to strengthen our resolve and reinforce our

defences against Asin, the world and the dev]
honoured words of the Baptism Service. It is sometimes tough to

live the life of true discipleship, but the lesson of Lent is that we

must never give up.

Of course, giving up and not giving up are not mutually exclusive
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joining with him in his campaign of resistance. We give things up

S0 as to concentrate on the spiritual resources we need in order never
to give up on his call to carry our cross and follow him through the
valley of death and onwards to the gate of glory.

We give up things for Lent, but at the same time Lent is about never
giving up.

+ John Lincoln

Seen in a church in Bruges
among a display for Lent

CHANGE
REPENTANCE
CONVERSION

FORTY DAYS ...
... for a journey through the desert

Go, seek for the precious

within yourself and others.
Dondt just | ive, but di scover

what makes life meaningful.
Let go of that which binds

and makes you estranged from yourself.
But hold fast to that which may not loosen

the ancient holy vision of righteousness,
This is the dream of every person.

Then the desert of your life will bloom.




DO YOU CARE ABOUT THE TREATMENT
OF THOSE IN PRISON?
MEMBERS OF INDEPENDENT BOARDS DO:

TO CONTINUE THIS VITAL WORK
NEW MEMBERS ARE REQUIRED

There have been a number of articles in all sections of the media

regarding the prison system and the perception that life inside is a bed of

roses. The removal of a personés | iberty and as
the most severe actions a state can take. Yes, it can be argued that if you

commit crimes, you deserve punishment. Bear in mind that you or a

member of your family could find themselves 01 NS
mistake or lack of attention whilst driving, or a huge raft of similar

offences. How would you expect to be treated? Should not punishment

be coupled with humane treatment and the desire to reform and prevent re

-offending?

It is only a very small percentage of prisoners that are never released.
The majority will at some time come out and join the rest of us in the
community. Far better that they have been encouraged to turn their lives
around by preparing for release with training and education programmes.
Monitoring the standard of these programmes and how prisoners are
treated and encouraged to reform is a difficult, but vital, undertaking.

It is essential that it is carried out in a truly independent way, by trained
people. The task is carried out by members of Independent Monitoring
Boards.

Who are the Independent Monitoring Boards?

Inside every prison is an Independent Monitoring Board (IMB) made up
of members of the community. They care about people; they are
volunteers. Yet to say they are volunteers perhaps understates the role.
They are volunteers with statutory duties and powers. Members of a
Board are drawn from all sections, backgrounds and age groups within
the community.

Board members have access to all parts of the prison. They have a duty
to see that the treatment of prisoners is fair and reasonable. They also
have a duty to monitor the adequacy and effectiveness of the programmes
preparing prisoners for release. Board members talk directly to staff and
prisoners to find out what is really going on.



Most of the public have never been inside a prison and may think they are
unsafe places. But the Chief Inspector of Prisons, Ann Owers, says,

nl feel more at risk on the stree
prisono. That said, you do need
situations. The majority of prisoners realise that IMB members are there
for their benefit, someone to turn to when all other avenues appear to be

closed to them. Could you handle this tremendous responsibility?

wal ki ng

S home
O be sensible

t
t

q

What does it take to be a Member?

IMB members come from all backgrounds and walks of life. Nationally
members range from 3082 years of age. We are not looking for specific
formal qualifications. Contact with the university life, wide experience,
commonsense, a sense of fair play and an interested and caring outlook
would help.

The challenges and issues that Board members monitor vary éugety

pri soners6 | ost property to |l ost visiting orders,
programmes to lack of sufficient exercise time. You need to be open

minded, caring and have a willingness to challenge and take responsibility,

looking to see if what you have been told, whether by a prisoner or a

manager, is true. You will have individual responsibilities, but you also

need to work as part of a team. Perhaps most importantly, you need time.

The role is voluntary, but travel and subsistence expenses are covered. The

fact that no payment is made, makes a Board truly independent.

If you are interested, what next?

Vacancies exist on the Boards of Ashwell, Glen Parva, Leicester and
Stocked all adult male prisons. If you would like to find out more about
being and IMB member, please contact the IMB Clerk based at the prison
you think may be of interest. They can arrange for the Chair , or another
member of the Board, to tell you a bit more and show you around the
prison, pointing out to you the real difference you can make.

HMP Ashwell, a training prison, approx 1.5 miles from Oakham
IMB teld 01572 884227
HMP Glen Parva, a prison for young offenders-218years)
South Wigston, just outside Leicester: IMB&t€)116 228 4082
HMP Leicester, a prison for local and remand prisoners, near the city centre
IMB teld 0116 228 3113 (answerphone, please leave details)
HMP Stocken, a training prison, near the village of Stretton, just off the A1
IMB teld 01780 795208
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

HARLAXTON
FITNESS CLASSES

Ladies of Harlaxton make the most of your Monday evenings
Come along to the newly starting fithess classes

You can :

Get irffo shape

Tone fip

ImproYe your fitness levels

Incredke your flexibility and

Even flave a coffee and a chat afterwards

Harlaxton Village Hall Monday nights from 6.4% 7.30pm
Beginning Monday 20 April 2009

Price- £3.50 per session

Please call to book your place or if you require any other informati

Contact Kerryi 07736 859903

A Date for your Diary

Friday 19" June
ACOME LI STEN TO TF

Melton Mowbray Brass Band
IN CONCERT

Harlaxton Parish Church
7.15pm
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A Message from Elizabeth Holmes

Trevor passed away at home, after a long illness, on 21 March 2009.
I would like to thank everyone who has supported us both over the
past two and a half years; it has been a great strength to both of us.

A Service of Cel ebration for Trevor o6s
Monday 30 March in Harlaxton church.

St Mary and St Pete® Harlaxton
FLORAL CELEBRATIONS

From time to time we have received enquiries from villagers who
would like to celebrate a special occassmgchas an anniversary, or

to commemorate a loved one, with a floral arrangement in the church.
Whilst being happy to donate flowers, many do not have the interest
or ability to arrange them.

A rota of volunteers, with flowearranging skills, has been formed so
that any future requests can be met in a positive way.

If you would like to make a donation of money or flowers for any
occasion, please contact either: Denise Butler on 569950 or
Frances Warner on 566988.

All such donations will be acknowledged on the weekly Pew News
sheet.

Life is not made up of great sacrifices and duties, but of little things;
in which smiles and kindness given habitually are what win
and preserve the heart and secure comfort.

Humphrey Davy
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Harlaxton 637 Luncheon Club

GOOD NEWS . . . There are 3 vacancies in the Club!
A wonderful opportunity to join this gathering of the
WISE and MATURE GENTLEMEN of the village.
There is no joining fee and certainly no membership fee.
We gather for lunch on the last Thursday of the month.
Subjects covered: GOSSIP and even more GOSSIP,
all very informal and jolly good fun.
The cost of the lunch is modest, the laughter FREE . . .

Contact David Robinson on 563874 for further details.
And why 637 . ..?

Retarded Grandparents

An American teacher asked her class to write about what they had done during
the holidays. One child wrote:

We always used to spend the holidays with Grandma and Grandpa. They lived in
a big brick house. Then Grandpa got retarded and they moved to Florida. Now
they live in a tin box and have rocks painted green to look like grass. They ride
around on their bicycles and wear name tags in case they get lost.

At the gate is a dollsd house with a Ilittle man in it
nobody can escape. Sometimes they sneak out and go cruising on their golf

carts! Also they go to a building called the wrecked center, but it seems to be

OK. They do exercises there and swim in the pool.

eat out. Some of the p

Nobody there cooks, they just
'l s house. The ones who do get out, br

man in the do
wrecked center for pot luck.

My Grandma says that my Grandpa worked hard all his life to earn his

retardment and says | should work hard so | can be retarded some day too. When

I earn my retardment, I want to be the man in the dol
| will let people out to visit their grandchildren.
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Singd ad Rainbow

6Sing and Play in a Colourful

Come along and join in the fun with a FREE taster session

BOTTESFORD Baptist Church on Mondays
HARLAXTON Village Hall on Tuesdays and Thursdays
CAR COLSTON Village Hall (near Bingham) on Fridays

From birth to preschool age

Experience an interactive class of LIVE music
with quality instrumentspuppets and colourful props

which stimul ates your <chil doés

Contact Tiffany
01476 574978 or letssingarainbow@aol.com

Duet

My father once had a cat named Moose,

A big tomcat,

And he would whistle for him

just like you whistle for a dog.

And my father would get a chair and sit down,

And when he came in , Moose would get on his lap.
Moose would whine, and my father would say:
Moose, where have you been,

|l haven6t seen you all day!
And they had the conversation on the front porch,
And nobody knew what they were talking about.

Fred Richardson

14
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CHILDREN'S

lbfyuked\o.)ausbv

the empty famb.
Read. John 20:10-18

the En'mms road.,
Read: Luke 24,13-35

%y
Peter aie \mh Jesus by
e Sea of Gallee. Colour this picture
Read: John 21:1-14 [;‘ ﬂ then carefully cut
out.Glue onto card to
Thank you Jesus for : make an Easter
being my Saviour » greetings card or a
nd my fnend. window hanging.
- Amen

Va8
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EASTER SERVICES

At a glance
Palm Sunday Woolsthorpe 10.00 am
10.30 am
HOLY WEEK
Monday 6 April Whyville 7.00 pm
Tuesday 7 April Woolsthorpe 7.00 pm
Wednesday 8 April Harlaxton 10.00 am
Maundy Thursday Harlaxton 7.00 pm
Good Friday Denton 10 and 12 noon
Village Hall
n Denton 12 noon
i Harlaxton 1.00 pm
i Harlaxton 2.00 pm
i Harlaxton 3.00 pm
i Denton 7.00 pm
Easter Saturday Woolsthorpe
Easter Sunday Harlaxton 9.30 am
Denton 11.00 am
Stroxton 3.00 pm
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SERVICES

Wednesday 1 April
10.00am Denton

Thursday 2 April
7.00pm Whyville

Sunday 5 April
10.00am Woolsthorpe
10.30am Woolsthorpe

HOLY WEEK

Midweek Communion

Contemplative Prayer

Palm Sunday
Procession with the Donkey from
the Ring Tree to the Church
Group Service of
Holy Communion

See centrefold for details of services

Sunday 12 April
9.30am Harlaxton
11.00am Denton
6.00pm Stroxton

Wednesday 15 April

10.00am Harlaxton
Sunday 19 April

8.00am Denton
9.30am Harlaxton
11.00am Woolsthorpe
Wednesday 22 April
10.00am Harlaxton
Sunday 26 April

9.30am Harlaxton

11.00am Whyville
6.00pm Denton

Easter Day

Family Eucharist
Family Eucharist

Holy Communion (BCP)

Midweek Communion

First Sunday after Easter
Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Open House

Midweek Communion

Second Sunday after Easter
Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Evensong
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Wednesday 29 April

10.00am Harlaxton
Sunday 3 May
8.00am Denton
9.30am Harlaxton
11.00am Woolsthorpe
Wednesday 6 May
10.00am Denton
Thursday 7 May
7.00pm Whyville
Sunday 10 May
9.30am Harlaxton
11.00am Denton
6.00pm Whyville

Wednesday 13 May
10.00am Harlaxton

Sunday 17 May

8.00am Denton
9.30am Harlaxton
11.00am Woolsthorpe

Wednesday 20 May
10.00am Harlaxton

Sunday 24 May

9.30am Harlaxton
11.00am Wyville
6.00pm Denton

Wednesday 27 May
10.00am Harlaxton

19

Midweek Communion

Third Sunday after Easter
Holy Communion

Open House

Holy Communion

Midweek Communion

Contemplative Prayer

Fourth Sunday after Easter
Holy Communion

Open House

Evensong

Midweek Communion

Fifth Sunday after Easter
Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Open House

Midweek Communion
Sixth Sunday after Easter
Holy Communion

Holy Communion
Evensong

Midweek Communion



Sunday 31 May Seventh Sunday after Easter

10.30am Woolsthorpe Group Service of Holy Communion
Wednesday 3 June

10.00am Denton Midweek Communion

Thursday 4 June

7.00pm Whyville Contemplative Prayer

Sunday 7 June Pentecost

8.00am Denton Holy Communion

9.30am Harlaxton Open House

11.00am Woolsthorpe Holy Communion

Desert Waters

O spring in the desert,
O shelter from the heat,
O light in the darkness,
O guide for the feet,

O joy in our sadness,

O support for the weak,
O Lord with us always,
Your presence we seek.

David Adam

: Closing date for material for the :
1 June / July 1
: VILLAGER :
: 20 May 2009 :
: Telephone: 01476 563272 |
: Email: barbara.lawry@btinternet.com :



Contact

Numbers

Treasurer (Harlaxton)

Mothers Union
(870795)

Frances Warner (566988)
Lesley Devine

Pastoral Care & Healing (Woolsthorpe) )

Tea & Chat (mums and toddlers)
Pastoral Care (Denton)

Pastoral Care (Harlaxton)

Choir (Harlaxton)

Bell Ringing

Church Flowers (Harlaxton)
Prayer Circle

Carole Pearson (560782)
Gill Mitchell (870766)
Barbara Lawry (563272)
Merle Thomas (573359)
Liz Carter (568097)

Sue Taylor (574040)

Frances Warner (566988)
Sheila Finch (565086)

Great for «ch
Dance floor
Kitchen
Disabled facilities

WYVILLE VILLAGE HALL

Avalilable for private lettings

Large grass area outside
Contact Gill Hoyes 01476 530511

HARLAXTON
VILLAGE HALL

i lldr eno.s arties
Rvallableeor

Private lettings
01476 574411

Regular Whist Drives

Material for the magazine Is always welcome:
articles, short stories, poems, anecdotes,
reports from organisations, etc.

will be considered.
To contact the editor, see opposite.

I 1
I I
I I
1 1
: Anything suitable for a churebased magazine :
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MOWING MOANS

Spring is here a time for cheer
but for many it brings dismay;
We have to get the mower out
or the lawn will turn to hay.

Out it comes in | ast year6s muck
| cross my fingers and toes,

Put petrol in and pull the cord

trust to luck and hope it goes.

Does it heck, what to do now

pull and pull, otil I feel sick,
Now I 6m down to my | ast resort

it responds to a swift kick.

Off we go, round and round
my trusty steed and |,

On our weekly journey

how | wish the grass was dry.

Long summer days and weeks of drought

youoll never see me frown,
A bonus of global warming
the | awnds a | ovely shade of brown.

The miles | walk just in one season,
my thoughts have time to roam;
Before | wear my legs away

| should consider moving home

My ideal house, one up one down

and a yard just ten by ten,

With stunning views of Belvoir Vale

mowed by the Duke of Rutlandds men!

Hilary Moulton
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Appropriate Hymns?

Denti st 6s h@rowm Him with Many Crowns
Contractord6Fhédy@Gmurchds One Foundati on
Tail or 6 s h vy ldoty, Holy, Holy

Gol f er 6s hyThereisa Green Hill Far Away

El ectr i ci an8hine, begus)ishine

We at her man 6lso, He Comes with Clouds Descending

Geol ogi Rockd AgesyQefi for Me

Travel Age n®HdappyBandafPilgrims

Stage ManagEhdeudglymaAall the Changing Sceneds of Life
Choir mast er O ®rafiyounsand Tongues to Sing
Du st ma n ®OspoderySoupreme

We ascend to the heights of contemplation
by the steps of everyday life.

Pope St Gregory 1
6th century

FULL TIME
GARDENER

WANTED

Apply to
The Hungerton Estate Office

01476 870244
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Antiques Wall Lights Restoration

Belvoir Antiques & Interiors
Casthorpe Road, Denton
Grantham NG32 1JT

Chandelier Wedding Hire
Chandeliers

07742 939818
01476 572809

Gardening and

Landscaping
Services
Dry Stone ki s Hedge
Walling & Laying

Clive Braddock
Tek 01476 572270  Mobile: 07745 047452

THE LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOP
21a Belton Avenue, Grantham

Open: Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri & Sat from 10amd 3pm

Books, Cards, CDs and Jewellery
Special orders taken
01476 564222
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MARK HODSON

PROPERTY IMPROVER
The essential fixes for your contentment

- PAPERING - TILING Fully Insured
- PAINTING - EXTERIOR
- COVING - PLUMBING
- JOINERY - BUILDING WORK

FOR QUALITY AND RELIABILITY
Please ring Home: 01476 419428 Mobile: 07986 990224
Email: mark.hodson4@ntlworld.com

Bursaries and Scholarships available

bo? LTLLELS
Grantham Preparatory SN e,
School

Whole School
“Grantham
Preparatory

School provides

an outstanding

quality of
education”
September 2008

Nursery
“The quality
& standards
of nursery
education are
. Y
outstanding Q'O

June 2008

Tele/Fax: 01476 593293  Website: www.tgps.co.uk Email: admin@granthamprep.co.uk
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Every Year Thousands of People
Are Made to Sell Their Homes
To Pay for Residential Care!

People who go into long term residential care are messted .
If your home is worth more than £22,500
and you or your spouse need residential care,
you may be made to sell your home.

Donodt become !'a victdi
| may be able to help

For a free, no obligation consultation, call Tony Balfe
on 01476 567194 or mobile 07770 944782

Elected Member of The Society of Will Writers
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